Name: ______Harlie Emerick_______ Date: _12/13/13_ Class: ___B7___ Group: _Blue Herons_

A Solitary Blue by Cynthia Voigt
Online Blog Self-Assessment
        DIRECTIONS: 
· Follow the directions in red.
· Print your completed self-assessment and submit to your class bin by the end of class.

	Deep
Discussion Questions


Student:
_14_/15

Ms. Petrilli:
___/15

	Please copy and paste your three best questions, as they appear in the book club, here:
1. How have your thoughts as if chapter 7 changed of the Professor? Does he seem very much like a dad now? Explain why or why not.
2. Put yourself in Jeff's shoes. What would you do if you were with a friend and then Melody came up after sending terrible letters about your father? (Which none of it was true about the Professor)
3. Why do you think Jeff had a sudden change of heart when his mom came and told him she was in need of money for her trip?
(15) All discussion questions required my book club members to apply, analyze, synthesize, and/or evaluate the novel. 
(13) Most discussion questions required my book club members to apply, analyze, synthesize, and/or evaluate the novel.
(11) I created a few discussion questions requiring my book club members to apply, analyze, synthesize, and/or evaluate the novel.
(9) My discussion questions required knowledge and comprehension of the novel only.

	Meaningful
Replies




Student:
_50_/50

Ms. Petrilli:
___/50

	IMPORTANT: Copy and paste below your three (3) best meaningful replies for Ms. Petrilli to assess. 
   1. Jeff's life began without his mother in the book. All that was left of her was a note saying she had left him and wasn't coming back. Over time Jeff has learned more and more about his dad and Melody. He was shocked at how beautiful she was in the airport. He spent all his time with his mom the first summer. She taught him guitar and he thought it was beautiful. Later he learned a little of her lies, started to fail in school, and got his own guitar. He found out that what Melody was playing was terrible and she didn't know what she was doing. She asked him back for the second summer but came with Max. Max began to mock him and act as though he really didn't like him (I think he didn't). She was never there and he tried to make her feel better by taking her out. He saw letters from her and the Professor explained that, "I couldn't get free from the feelings. I didn't know how frightened I could be, all the time. But whenever we had to go out together, she'd smile at me and talk to me and listen and look at me the way she did-- and I wanted to hit her." "I was the lies; They were what really scared me. Even now, if I think about her-- and the kinds of things she says.... I don't know what she told you, but I never was sorry I married her or loved her because of you. You always made a difference, made a real difference, from the very beginning. I always knew that, inside me, but I didn't bother to learn how to show you." (Voigt 130-131) Now I believe his true family is his friends, the Professor, and Brother Thomas. In addition to this statement my friends are like family, we are close and look out for one another. When thinking of how my life without my mom I feel sadness because my mom has done everything for me in my life and I would probably never survive without her. My life would be stuck in the gear of sadness and I would be in the blues.
   2. I think Jeff would feel very alone and unloved. He wouldn't be as opened to everyone as he is now. He might have ran away because his mother is a liar who really doesn't care about him and his father would have shown no feelings to show Jeff what he felt about him. The Professor told him things that were personal and really showed that he wanted Jeff to know how Melody was and how terrible she was to him. "It wasn't the worst time when Melody left me. The worst time was the years before. Because I didn't know I could hate anybody so much, I didn't know I could be that angry, I didn't know what to do except concentrate on my work. I didn't know anybody could hurt anybody else that much; it was like she'd stuck a sword into me, one of those Japanese samurai swords, do you know what I mean? Heavy and razor sharp-- and curved-- and she'd stuck it in me and then she was... pushing it around." His hand rested on his stomach, remembering. "I couldn't get free from the feelings. I didn't know how frightened I could be, all the time. But whenever we had to go out together, she'd smile at me and talk to me and listen and look at me the way she did-- and I wanted to hit her," he said, his voice low and ashamed. (Voigt 130) He suddenly let out all his feelings of Melody in one moment. He opened up to Jeff like a flower just blooming. Jeff would have certainly been different if the Professor didn't show his feelings and his "father" side.  When I feel hurt like the Professor did I feel slump and I don’t walk high with a smile and laughter coming out. I would feel as though a sword was hanging out and I didn’t have the strength to pull it out.
    3. If the Professor was the one to leave the whole story would change. Melody might not have been "poor" like she is in the story. Jeff would probably interact more because he would have his mother with him to talk to. With the Professor Jeff is laid back and really quiet. Instead of going to Melody during the summer he might have gone to see the Professor. The author would have had a harder time of fitting in the solitary blue heron as Jeff rode the bus. Jeff might not have thought of the blue heron the same way as he did on the bus. The bus ride wouldn't have had a way of fitting in if he was already with his mom. Since he would have only heard bad things of the Professor from his mom he wouldn't have gone. Like with my mom, my dad has shaped my life majorly. He has gotten me to take risks and do dumb things. When normal people go in the snow they run and play, but when it was snowy at my house I had a slide playground in my backyard. My dad took a trash can lid, stuck on the top of the slide and had me ride on it down the slide into the snow. Without my dad I would have never ever dared to try that. When I look back I remember that was really shy and no compare myself to Fluttershy (a my little pony character who is shy and loves animals).
(50) I did all below, plus I made connections to my own life and/or made connections to another novel, movie, or current event.
(47) I did all below, plus I started new discussions based on previous discussion, asked other group members about what they think, and/or what they’ve said, and clarified and justified my ideas when asked.
(45) I did all below, plus I used specific support from the book as evidence of my opinions and conclusions.
(43) I politely responded to ideas and questions posed by my group members.  Through my responses, it is evident that I read the book because I summarized and offered opinions.

	Composition, Style, and Usage/Mechanics 
10 points each

Student:
_18_/20

Ms. Petrilli:
___/20
	__8__My paragraphs (cut and pasted above) are organized by one main idea (a topic sentence) and developed by many supporting sentences.
__10__I edited my grammar, spelling, and punctuation to eliminate errors using the Editing Checklist.

	Participation
5 points each

Student:
_14_/15

Ms. Petrilli:
___/15
	__4__I posted discussions in a timely manner so that my book club members could respond to my topics and messages as the reading was assigned.
__5__I was an active participant in the discussion, posting 6 questions and creating 6 replies, supporting my book members. 
__5__My tone encouraged discussion and group cooperation.  I was not defensive, negative, argumentative, etc.


TOTAL:  (You)  _96____/100   (Ms. Petrilli) _____/100

Please respond to the following prompts.

· The best part about online book clubs was….
We had a chance to answer other classmates’ questions and give them questions of our own to answer.





· One thing I learned while participating in this online book club was:
Everyone has very good question writing skills and most of us related to the same parts of the book for the quotes and when answering our questions.





· If Ms. Petrilli creates online book clubs again, she should:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Allow everyone to post on the different groups and delete off-topic posts like, Hey why Is this blog called this?
